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Cn  January  3,  1242  the  British  Government  communicatee 
through  the  Argentine  Cher.,*  d'Affairos  in  Tokyo  the  infonratioJ 
that  the  British,  Canadian,  Australian  and  New  Zealand  Govern¬ 
ments  would  declare  their  olsorvancc  of  the  Geneva  Prisoner  of 
war  Convention  of  19-U-  in  respect  of  Japan  and  inquired  whether 
tiic  Imperial  Government  had  any  intention  of  making  a  similar 
declaration. 

There  w?s  mother  ccmmunicavl on  on  January  5th  saying 
that  they  propose  co  l?uLe  the  national  and  racial  manners  and 
customs  of  the  pris^norr  of  war  into  consideration  when  applyin, 
articles  11  and  IP  of  the  said  agreement  concerning  the  supply 
of  provisions  and  clothing  to  the  prisoners  of  war. 

To  the  above  ve  communicatod  the  following  to  the 
various  Governments  mentioned  above,  through  the  Argentine 
fiVmr* *  A'Affnirea  in  Tokvo  on  January  29th: 


*  has  not  ratified  tho  agreement 


The  Imperial  Oovcrnr.en' 
in  question  and  therefore  refuses  to  be  bound  in  any 
'•fay  whatever  by  the  agreement,  but  -will  »wly  th«  uror- 
vis-tens  of  the  spirt  agreamont.  to  British,  Canadian, 
Australian  and  '.Tow  Zealand  prisoners  of  war  within 
Japan *8  jurisdiction. 

The  Imperial  Government  will  consider  tho  national  and 
racial  manners  and  customs  of  the  prisoners  of  war  on 
a  basis  of  reciprocity  vhen  supplying  clothing  and 
provisions  to  the  prisoners  of  war. 


the  provisions  of  the  said  convention 


however,  it  will  apply 


TUR1/I  Tn  doom  nRi 
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CERT  I  ?  I  C  A  T  E 


W.  D.  C.  lTo. _ 

I.  P.  S.  Ho.  1465-B 


Statement  of  Source  and  Authenticity 

I,  K.  Hayashi  hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially  corrected  v/ith 
the  Japanese  Government  in  the  folio  win/;  capacity:  Chief  of  the  Archives 
Section  Foreign  Office  and  that  as  such  official  I  liave  custody  of  -he 
document  hereto  attached  consisting  of  1  pares,  dated  29  January  IS) < 
and  described  as  follows:  Statement  concerning  reply  of  Japanese  .ore ign 
Minister  to  Argentine  Charge  d'  Affairs  in  Tokyo  on  January  29,  1942, 
one  pare  of  Japanese  ext. 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an  official 
document  of  the  Japanese  Government ,  ar.d  that  it  is  part  of  the  official 
archivoB  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry  or  department  (speci¬ 
fying  alsi  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official 
designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives 
or  files):  The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Si, ^nod  at  Tokyo  or.  this 
5  day  of  Sept,  1946 

Wi  tnes  s :  s /liagaharu  Odo 


/s  /  X.  Hr.vanhl _ _ _ 

Signature  of  Official 

SFAL 

Chief  of  Archives  Section 
Official  Capacity 


Statement  <■*  Official  Procurement 


I,  John  Curtis ,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with  tho 
General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied  Powers , 
and  that  the  above  described  document  vt.s  obtained  by  me  from  the 
above  signed  official  of  the  Japrnece  Government  in  tho  conduct  of  my 

official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
5  day  of  Sept. ,  194C 

Witness:  /s/  E.  K.  Larsh 


/a/  J.  A.  Curtis  2d  Lt 
HAMS 

_ Invest.  i.?r>tor _ 

Officiel  Capacity 
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Dtcument  No.  1465-A 

IMPERIAL  JAPANESE  GOVERNMENT 
Central  Liaison  Office 


pQf;c  1 


JC;  Hr.  A.  P.  i.'ignono,  Document  Acquisition,  I*S 

PROMs  Hr.  Ohta,  Central  Liaison  Cffico 
SUBJECT:  Production  of  Document  Requested 

18  Aoril  1946 

With  reference  to  ysur  chock  sheet  doted  30  March,  I  wisn 
to  submit  herewith  the  required  document  enrolled  by  the  Pirst  De¬ 
mobilization  Ministry. 

/a/  S.  Ohta 


< 
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SUBJECT:  "Record.  of  Conference  in  »'ar  Ministry",  wry  6,  1942, 

regarding  decision  not  t}  apoly  tho  Coneve.  Convention, 
end  orders  Issued  ir.  c<  nam-if.r.co  thcrco_f. _ 


There  is  no  dc-tn  to  confirm  whether  or  net  there  .-/^e  held 
any  conference  in  the  '’"it  Ministry  on  way  r,  1942t  Hovovrr,  as  re¬ 
gards  the  ratter  of  nen-apolioation  of  the  Geneva  Convcnticu  the 
following  decisions  of  the  "nr  Ministry  may  he-  cited: 

1.  The  Vice  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  under  date  cf 
January  13,  and  16,  transmitted  to  tho  War  Ministry 
the  inquiries  cf  American,  British  end  other  govern¬ 
ments.  The  Ministrv, fallowing  several  conferences, 
reached  a  decision  (Annex  I)  end  comirinicet^d  the 
same  to  the  Vice  Mlnistor  for  Foreign  Affairs  on 
January  23.  I'owcvar,  thoro  are  nc  records  of  the 
conferences . 

2.  Cn  January  27,  1942,  the  Vico  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  sent  m  J nquiry  regarding  the  application  of 
tho  Friscner  of  ’.’or  Convention  to  ncn-conbattant  in¬ 
ternees.  As  a  result  cf  u  conference,  the  Ministry 
reached  a  decision  (Annex  II).  Tho  aume  was  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Vico  Minister  of  War  to  the  Vice  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  under  date  of  February  6,  hcv/ever, 
thore  is  no  record  of  the  conference. 

3.  The  Foreign  Office,  under  date  of  December  12,  1941, 
tru remitted  to  the  her  Ministry  the  communication  of 
the  International  hud  Cross  Committee  Chairman,  Max 
Euler ,  concerning  collection  and  trensmissiin  of  in¬ 
formation  regarding  prisoners  of  war.  After  a  con¬ 
ference,  the  Ministry  reached,  a  decision  (Anne::  III), 
which  wes  communicated  to  the  Foreign  Offico. 

4.  Tho  above  decisions  boing  entirely  in  lino  with  the 
fundamcntrl  principles  and  policy,  according  to  which 
tho  War  Ministry  had  always  directed  the  conduct  of 
tho  affairs  relating  tc  nrijenors  cf  'mr,  no  orders 

seem  to  have  beer,  issued  in  consequence  r.f  the  decisions. 
(Existing  data  have  boon  examined,  but  it  ca  mot  be  as¬ 
certained  whether  any  ordor  was  issued  or  not.) 
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Reply  from  Vice  Minister  of  War  to  Vice  l.ini6ter  for 


:prei,Tn  Affairs,  January  #3. 

(Translation) 


"In  answer  to  your  inquiries  in  clear  He.  52  and. 
He.  53,  dated  January  13  and  Ho.  85,  dated  January  16, 
tho  views  of  this  Ministry  are  as  follows: 


I.  Concerning  He.  52: 

1.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Geneva  Convention 
relatin'  to  prisoners  of  w*  r  vhp  not  ratified 
'oy  :-is  Majesty,  wo  cm  hardly  announce  our  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  same,  But  it  v/ould  be  saio  to 
notify  the  v»crld  thp  t  wo  have  no  objection  to 
acting  in  accordance  with  tho  Convention  in 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 

2.  As  regards  providing  prisoners  of  war  with  food 
and  clothing,  we  have  no  objection  to  giving 
due  consideration  to  the  national  or  racial 
habits  and  customs  of  tho  prisoners. 

II.  Concerning  Ho.  53  and  -Jo.  85,  the  above  views  will 
be  applicable." 
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Document  *7o.  146 5- A  (Aan-  x  II)  Page  4 

I 

Application  of  the  Prisoner  of  '  a/  Convention  to 
-cn-Combattant  Internees.  (  Arm.v,  Ordinary  l.o.  753, 

/co.ruax.y  6,  lp4& _  (Trans let icnj _ 

deferring  to  you r  communication,  So.  149,  dated  January  i"’, 

194.J,  on  the  above  Bubjeot,  the  views  of  this  nin^ciii'.y  arc  as  follows: 

The  1929  flenova  Convention  relating  to  Prisoners  of 
War  has  nc  binding  never  whet soever  on  Japan.  But  this 
ministry  has  no  objection  to  applying  the  principles  of 
the  Convent icn  to  non-combat tant  ir.tcrncos  within  such 
limits  &e  it  is  applicable ,  provided,  hewovor,  that  no 
person  oo  subjected  to  labor  against  his  will. 
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194/5 


Application  of  tho  Prisoner  of  '  ar  Convention  to 
-  on-Comlattant  Internees. (  Army,  Ordinary  Ho.  763, 
S  coruary  6.  1943/ _ (I  rang  lot  icn) _ 


inferring  tc  your  communication,  No.  149,  dated  January  IP , 
,  on  the  above  subject,  the  views  of  this  nir.*ct::y  arc  as  follows: 

I  ho  1909  Cenova  Convention  rotating  to  Prisoners  of 
ft or  has  no  binding  never  whatsoever  cn  Japan.  Eut  this 
ministry  has  no  objection  to  applying  the.  principles  of 
the  Convention  to  non-combat  t ant  lntcrncos  within  such 
limits  te  it  ip  applicable,  provided,  however,  that  no 
porson  be  subjected  to  labor  against  his  will. 
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Communication  of  the  Internet ional  lied.  Crces  Committee 
Chairman  concerning  collection  and  transmission  of  in¬ 
formation  regarding  nriseners  of  war,  dated  December  29, 

1341 _ (Army  Ordinary  9392) _ (  Translation  ) 

Deferring  to  your  communication,  lio.  4565,  dated 
December  12,  1341,  on  the  above  subject,  the  vie^s  of  this  Minis tr” 
are  as  fellows: 

-he  .inistry  agrees  to  the  oroprsal. 
however , 

a.  It  is  not  that  *’e  'Veda  re  that  we  are  ore-oared  to 
aooly  in  practice"  the  ^revisions  of  the  Prisoner 

of  ''?r  Convention  of  192°  but  that  we  "utilize  them 
for  the  convenience  of  transmission  of  information. " 

b.  Information  is  to  be  transmitted  bv  telegram  and 
other  means. 
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v.  d.  c.  :*o. 

I.  P.  S.  Jo. 


Sts  tomcat  of  Sonrco  pr.d  .".uthenticitv 

I,  Yozo  Miyama  hereby  certify  that  I  on;  officially  connected  with 
the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  capacity:  Chiof  of  the  Archives 
end  Document  Section  and  that  a*  such  official  I  iv>vo  custody  of  the 
document  hereto  attached  consistin'  of  5  pcpqrs,  dated  April  18,  1946, 
and  described  ns  follows:  Hrcort  from  Imperial  Japanese  Government 
Central  Liaison  Offtco  7orv  -rded  to  IPS  by  letter  dated  April  18,  1946, 
with  five  pages  of  Japaneno  ^ext  attached. 

I  further  certify  that  tho  attached  record  and  document  Is  an  official 
docum.  'nt  of  the  Jonareso  Govomjiiont,  and  that  lf  is  part  of  the  official 
archives  and  files  of  the  follow! n,-  mr.ed  ministry  or  department  (speci¬ 
fying  ulso  tho  filo  rumen  or  cltrticn,  if  an;-,  or  ray  other  official 
desi, -nation  of  tho  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives 
or  files):  1st  Demobilization  Bureau. 

Signed  at  Tokyo  or.  this 
6  day  oi  September,  19-16 


Witness:  / s/  Keije  Kashimoto 


/v/  Yozo  Mi vara _ 

Si/ nature  of  Official 

SJ’AL 

C’iof  of  the  Archives 

aid  Document c  Section _ 

Official  Capacity 


CERTIFICATE 


1466  A 


Statome.it  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  John  Curtis,  3d  Lt.,  liorobv  certify  that  I  anr.  associated 
with  the  Goneral  Headquarters  of  tho  Supremo  Commander  for  the  Allied 
Powers,  and  tliat  tho  above  described  ^cument  was  obtained  by  me  from 
the  above  si. vied  official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of 
my  official  business. 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

6  day  of  September,  1946  !n/  J,.  A.  Curtin  2d  Lt. _ 

Witnessj/s/  Eric  W.  Fleiehor  VJJCl 

_ laves tiyator _ 

Official  Capacity 
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